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NO. 30.   THE  CHRONICLE OF ROBERT FABYAN, AS RENDERED  BY RICHARD HAKLUYT
From Hakluyt's Divers Voyages, London, 1582, reprinted by the Hakluyt Society (ed. J.W.Jones), 1850, pp. 23-4.
A Note of Sebastian Gabotes1 Voyage of Discoverie, taken out of an old Chronicle, written by Robert Fabian, sometime Alderman of London, which is in the custodie of John Stowe, Citizen, a diligent searcher and preserver of Antiquities.
This yeere the King (by means of a Venetian, whiche made himselfe very expert and cunning in knowledge of the circuite of the worlde and Ilandes of the same as by a Garde and other demonstrations reasonable hee shewed), caused to man and victuall a shippe at Bristowe, to search for an Ilande, which hee saide hee knewe well was riche and replenished with riche commodities. Which Ship, thus manned and victualed at the kinges cost, divers merchants of London ventured in her small stockes, being in her as chiefe Patrone the saide Venetian. And in the companie of the saide shippe sayled also out of Bristowe three or foure small ships fraught with sleight and grosse merchandizes, as course cloth, Caps, Laces, points, and other trifles, and so departed from Bristowe in the beginning of May: of whom in this Maiors time returned no tidings.
Of three savage men which hee2 brought home and presented unto the king in the xvii yeere of his raigne.
This yeere also were brought unto the long three men, taken in the new founde Iland, that before I spake of in William Purchas time, being Maior. These were clothed in beastes skinnes, and ate rawe fleshe, and spake such speech that no man coulde understand them, and in their demeanour like to bruite beastes, whom the king kept a time after. Of the which upon two yeeres past after I saw two apparelled after the manner of Englishmen, in Westminster pallace, which at that time I coulde not discerne from Englishmen, till I was learned what they were. But as for speech, I heard none of them utter one worde.3
1  Note that the heading is from the pen of Hakluyt, who assumes that the navigator was Sebastian Cabot. Fabyan himself speaks only of "a Venetian", and his account evidently describes the second voyage of John Cabot in 1498* The marginal notes are also by Hakluyt.
2  Again the heading is Hakluyt's, and so is the quite gratuitous assumption that the savages were brought home by the navigator of 1498.
3  In 1600 Hakluyt reprinted the above passage in the third volume of his Principal Navigations, with the words "by meanes of a Venetian** altered to "by meanes of one
In the 13 yere of King Henrie the VII. 1498.
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